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Fiji: Product Safety 

 

Principal website:  

Legislative framework 

The Trade Standards and Quality Control Decree 1992 empowers the Minister for Industry and 

Trade to prescribe product safety or quality standards based on the recommendation of the Trade and 

Quality Control Advisory Council.  The Decree also includes provisions for product recalls and 

consumer redress.  

This Decree and the Commerce Commission Decree 2010 (CCD2010) empowers the Director of 

National Trade Standards and Measurements and the Fiji Commerce Commission to conduct 

inquiries, testing and regular inspections on the sale or manufacture of goods below approved 

standards, and to institute legal action against traders who breach any of the declared standards.  

Web reference: http://www.mit.gov.fj/index.php/divisions/department-of-national-trade-

measurement-standards/laws-enforced-by-the-department 

http://www.mit.gov.fj/index.php/downloads/acts-decrees 

How are the rules for product requirements set? 

Product safety or quality standards can be prescribed by regulation for any kind of goods, including 

performance, testing, and labelling requirements, and ‘such other safety standards, measures or 

specifications as are reasonably necessary to prevent or minimise risk of use’. Currently, the 

regulations on standards in force are listed at the link below.  

Web reference: http://www.mit.gov.fj/index.php/divisions/department-of-national-trade-

measurement-standards/laws-enforced-by-the-department 

How are goods prohibited from sale for safety reasons? 

A period not exceeding three months on goods and services deemed dangerous.  Subsequently those 

goods could be declared dangerous by the Minister or allowed into the market.  Prior to the referred 

exercise, the Director of National Trade Standards and Measurement can issue defect notices to a 

person or person(s) having goods for trade that are deemed dangerous or do not meet the required 

standards that requires such person or person(s) to make representations before the Department 

submits its recommendation to the Minister.  

Inspectors of the Department are empowered to seize any goods deemed dangerous or do not meet 

required standards. Penalties of up to maximum of $10k for a natural person or $50k for a body 

corporate can be imposed by the Court for those in breach. 

The Decree also has provisions for voluntary recalls.  

Web reference: http://www.mit.gov.fj/index.php/divisions/department-of-national-trade-
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measurement-standards/laws-enforced-by-the-department 

Are there notification requirements? 

Where a supplier voluntarily takes action to recall goods because the goods will or may cause injury, 

the supplier shall, within 24 hours after taking that action, give notice in writing to the Director: 

 stating that the goods are subject to recall; 

 setting out the nature of the defect in, or dangerous characteristic of, the goods 

 setting out the action that the supplier intends to take on the recall. 

Web reference: www.mit.gov.fj/index.php/divisions/department-of-national-trade-measurement-

standards/laws-enforced-by-the-department 

 

Are there likely to be any changes to regulatory arrangements? 

As and when required the changes can be done following the procedures set out in the Decree. 
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